TEACHERS OF THE  PUNJAB

10. GURU NANAK

THE first thing that strikes a visitor to Sind from
the Deccan, .after he has absorbed the difference in
the physical geography, is the gulf between the
Hindus of Sind and the Hindus of Maharashtra.
There was an old Greek proverb that said, 'Sophias
arche, kuriou phobos* or the fear of one's lord is the
beginning of wisdom. That may have worked well
in Hellas, but in India independent enquiries will
prove more valuable. If my visitor then begins to
probe the matter, he will find that the bulk of the
so called Hindus are not orthodox worshippers of
the Hindu Triad, but disciples of Nanak Shah.
The next stage of enquiry is for the visitor to find
out who was Nanak Shah ; and in this chapter I
propose to save him further trouble by giving a short
sketch of that much-revered spiritual leader.

In the month of November,1 A.D. 1469, Nanak
was born in Talwandi in the modern district of
Lahore. His parents were Kalu the village ac-
countant and Tripta his wife. Like Zoroaster,
Nanak is said to have been born laughing or, to
use his mother's phrase, his first cry was, 'as the
laughing voice of a wise man joining a social gather-
ing/ Many tales are told of his precocious

1 The   date   is   disputed.     Another   tradition   has   it   that   Nanak
was born in Vaishakh (April-May).